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I need water for my cattle…did we miss 
something else?
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RESOURCE CONCERNS
• An expected degradation of the soil, water, air, 

plant or animal resource base to the extent 
that the sustainability or intended use of the 
resource is impaired.
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Planning Criteria 
FOTG Section 3

• Issued by National Bulletin 450-11-6
• Included in All States FOTG
• Developed Screening and Assessment Method to determine 

Resource Concerns
• Replaces subjective Quality Criteria
• Better defines when a concern is or is not present
• RC Checklists were developed from Planning Criteria

8



Comparison of 
QC vs PC

“old” 
Quality 
Criteria

“new” 
Planning 
Criteria
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Required Resource Concerns
• Note that some Resource Concerns are 

required to be evaluated on particular land 
uses (required land uses will have an asterisk)

• Some Resource Concerns are optional (no 
asterisk) 

• Not Applicable to certain Land uses. (land use 
not listed)
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• The Soil Erosion - sheet, rill 
and wind erosion concern is 
required to be evaluated on all 
land uses except the Water
land use.

• The Soil Quality Degradation –
Compaction concern is 
optional for most land uses 
and not applicable for the 
Developed Land, Farmsteads, 
and Water land uses.
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Summary page
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Steps in Using the checklist for the 
Environmental Evaluation

• Determine Resource Concerns (RC) on the planning unit
• Using the Checklist, document the Benchmark Condition on 

the Environmental Evaluation (NRCS-CPA-52)
• Develop Alternatives by using the identified RC’s, the 

planner’s experience and other tools to identify practices to 
solve the problems

• Use the checklist, the planner’s experience and other tools to 
predict expected results of No Action and each alternative on 
the Environmental Evaluation

20



Present Condition Future Conditions
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Conservation Desktop Resource Concerns
Screening and Assessment Data Entry 
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Evaluate Schedule
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Natural Resource Concerns identified are 
opportunities used in the planning process. 
The client may identify some of these and 
others may be found through our resource 

inventory process and by screening and 
assessment of the individual concerns.

National Planning Procedures 
Handbook, 

NPPH 180 Part 600



Some Questions You may have:
• Will the RC checklist be a required form?
• Will States be able to adapt the form?
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Demonstration
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Scenario
You are working with a producer Joe Farmer. Joe 
has some cropland, pasture, forest and a 
headquarters area. Joe is really concerned about  
a stream that flows through his cropland and 
pasture fields. Even though the stream is in 
better shape in the pasture fields, he wants his 
neighbors to appreciate the care he takes to 
protect the stream.
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Questions
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