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Laws, Statutes, Rules, Regulations and 
Procedures

• Law = Louisiana Revised Statue; a law passed by the 
state legislature.  RS 3:3201- 3:3396 is the Louisiana 
Pesticide Law http://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/Home.aspx

• Rules & Regulations = Part of the Louisiana 
Administrative Code passed by commissions.  These 
are published in the Louisiana Register.  Title 7 
Agriculture and Animals.  
http://www.doa.la.gov/Pages/osr/reg/register.aspx

• Procedures = Written and unwritten Department and 
office policies for the flow of paperwork. 

pestcert@ldaf.state.la.us



FIFRA is the federal 
pesticide law.
LDAF has a primacy 
agreement to enforce 
FIFRA in Louisiana..



FIFRA regulates the following:

 Sale and distribution of pesticides 

 Pesticide labeling 

 Experimental use of new pesticides

 Training and certification of pesticide applicators

Management of pesticide storage facilities

 Disposal of pesticide residues and wastes

 Records of applications of restricted use pesticides where 

pesticides are produced, sold or distributed



RS Title 3. Agriculture and Forestry

The RS (Revised Statutes) are the Laws passed by the legislature. 
These Laws are the highest level of regulations and grant authority to various 
Commissions to create Rules/Regulations.  These laws can only be modified by the 
legislature. Title 3 (Agriculture & Forestry) contains the laws LDAF
is charged with enforcing.

https://legis.la.gov



Some Examples of Pesticide Statutes 
§3242. Certification of commercial applicators
A. No person shall apply or supervise the application of any restricted use 
pesticide as a commercial applicator unless that person has the proper 
certification.
Certification shall be issued only after the applicant has satisfactorily passed an 
examination. The commissioner shall establish categories and subcategories for 
certification in different areas of commercial application and shall establish 
specific standards for each category and subcategory. 
Certification shall be valid for three years and shall be renewed in accordance 
with rules adopted by the commissioner. 
The commissioner by rule shall provide for the issuance of annual certification 
cards. 
Commercial applicators may supervise the ground application of restricted use 
pesticides within the commercial applicator's certification by competent 
uncertified individuals who are under the direct supervision of the commercial 
applicator. Commercial applicators shall not supervise the aerial application of 
any pesticide by any uncertified person.



Some Examples of Pesticide Statutes 
§3243. Licensing of owner-operators
A. No person shall own or operate a business engaged in the 
application of pesticides for a fee unless that person has the 
proper license. Licenses shall be valid for one year and shall be 
renewed in accordance with rules adopted by the 
commissioner. There shall be three classes of licenses:
(1) Ground applicators
(2) Aerial applicators who do not apply phenoxy herbicides
(3) Aerial applicators who apply phenoxy herbicides

B. All aerial applicators employed by the owner-operator shall be 
commercial applicators. All ground applicators employed by the 
owner-operator shall be commercial applicators or shall work 
under the direct supervision of a commercial applicator.



Some Examples of Pesticide Statutes 

§3248 Direct supervision
Persons who hold certificates issued under the provisions of this 
Chapter may provide direct supervision for the application or sale 
of a restricted use pesticide by competent uncertified persons. 
The certified person shall be fully responsible for the actions of 
the uncertified persons under his direct supervision. 
The certified person shall give instruction and direction to the 
uncertified persons and shall be available when and if his 
presence is needed. 
The certified person need not be physically present at all times 
unless the commissioner by rule requires the physical presence of 
the certified person at the time the restricted use pesticide is 
sold or applied.
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Some Examples of Pesticide Statutes 
§67.2. Theft of timber

A. Theft of timber is the misappropriation or taking of timber belonging to another, or 
proceeds derived from the sale of such timber, either taken without the consent of the 
owner, or by means of fraudulent conduct, practices, or representations, with the 
intent to deprive the owner permanently of the timber or proceeds derived therefrom.

B.(1) Whoever commits the crime of theft of timber when the misappropriation or 
taking   amounts to a value of twenty-five thousand dollars or more shall be fined not 
more than ten thousand dollars and imprisoned at hard labor for not more than ten 
years.
(2) When the misappropriation or taking amounts to a value of less than twenty-five 

thousand dollars, the offender shall be imprisoned, with or without hard labor, for not 
more than five years, fined not more than five thousand dollars, or both.

C. The enforcement division of the office of forestry within the Department of 
Agriculture and Forestry shall have primary responsibility for collection, preparation, 
and central registry of information relating to theft of timber and shall assist all law 
enforcement agencies in investigations of violations of the provisions of this Section.
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Forestry Headquarters 
5825 Florida Blvd. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70806 
(225) 925-4500

www.ldaf.state.la.us/forestry/



Rules & Regulations – Administrative Code
Title 7: AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS

Part XXIII. Pesticides

The Rules/Regulations are part of the Administrative Code of Louisiana.  These rules 
are passed by the various Committees and signed by the Commissioners. 

https://www.doa.la.gov/



Rules & Regulations – Administrative Code

Title 7: AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS

Part XXIII. Pesticides

The Commissions in the Department of Agriculture include:
Advisory Commission on Pesticides

(Next meeting July 14, 2021)
Structural Pest Control Commission

Horticultural Commission
Agricultural Commodities Commission

Forestry Commission
Livestock Brand Commission

Seed Commission
Soil & Water Conservation Commission

Feed Commission

(There are 447 Boards/Commissions in Louisiana as of June 2020)
https://wwwcfprd.doa.louisiana.gov/boardsandcommissions/home.cfm



Rules & Regulations – Administrative Code
Title 7: AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS

Part XXIII. Pesticides

The April 2020 printing is 446 pages long
(not including a 25 page Table of Contents).

Within Part XXIII of Title 7 are the Rules concerning Pesticides.

Within Chapter 7 §701-729 are the rules for examination, 
certification and licensing of Pesticide Applicators.



Rules & Regulations – Administrative Code
Title 7: AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS

Part XXIII. Pesticides
§711. Certification of Commercial Applicators
B. Categories are established on the basis of the location where the 

application of pesticides will be made, and each applicant for 
certification is required to successfully complete an examination 
in the category in which the applicant desires certification.

1.Certification in a category authorizes the commercial applicator to 
make application of or supervise the application of restricted use 

pesticides in the areas listed for each category.
2.The commissioner hereby establishes the following categories and 

subcategories of certification for commercial applicators.

a. Agricultural Pest Control (category 1). This category includes 
commercial applicators using or supervising the use of restricted 
use pesticides on agricultural lands, grasslands and non-crop 
agricultural lands.



Rules & Regulations – Administrative Code
Title 7: AGRICULTURE AND ANIMALS

Part XXIII. Pesticides
§711. Certification of Commercial Applicators

Forest Pest Control (category 2). This category has been subdivided into 
the following three subcategories.

i. General Forestry (subcategory 2a). This subcategory includes 
commercial applicators using or supervising pesticides with restricted use to 
control pests in the regeneration, management, and production of forest stands.

ii. Forest Tree Seed Orchards and Nurseries (subcategory 2b). This 
subcategory includes commercial applicators using or supervising the use of 
restricted use pesticides to control pests and undesirable plants in the 
production of forest tree seed, seedlings, and cuttings.

iii. Wood Processing (subcategory 2c). This subcategory includes wood 
or fiber processing firms such as sawmills, veneer plants, plywood plants, wood 
preservation plants and pulping facilities which use restricted use pesticides in 
the manufacturing process of wood products.



HERBICIDE LICENSES 

DO 
EXIST 

IN LOUISIANA



§1301. Pesticide Containers and Bulk Facilities 
A. Storage Areas for Full or Partially Full Pesticide Containers

1.Pesticide containers shall be stored in a secure enclosure.
2.Pesticide containers shall be free of leaks.
3.The storage area shall be maintained in good condition, without 
unnecessary debris.



Drones (UAVs) that are used in pest control must be controlled by a 
pilot certified by the FAA and LDAF (category-11 aerial applicator).

§711 g. aerial applicators shall successfully complete the aerial 
application of pesticides examination.



LDAF certifies Commercial pesticide applicators and licenses businesses

TYPES OF 
Commercial
CERTIFICATIONS

Are exams 
required ?

Certification
timeframe

Are Business
Licenses 
required ?

Business license 
requirements

Private pesticide 
applicator 1 exam

3 years -
Expires on March 31st

of the third year.
No None

Commercial pesticide
applicator

2 or more;
General 
Standards + 
category

3 years – from date of 
exam or last 
recertification.
+ Annual card renewal

Yes,  if working in 
pest control 
business for a 
profit.

LDAF Certified 
applicator + Proof of 
bond/insurance + 
registration of 
equipment.

RUP Salesperson 1 exam
3 years – from date 

of exam or last 
recertification.
+ Annual card renewal

Yes
RUP Dealer

LDAF Certified 
Salesperson or 
applicator

Agricultural 
Consultant

2 or more;
General 
Standards + 
category

3 years – from date 
of exam or last 
recertification,
+ Annual card renewal

Yes
Ag consultant 
business

LDAF Certified Ag 
consultant + 
register all field 
scouts.

= applicator responsibility = business responsibility



www.ldaf.state.la.us (REGULATION) https://store.lsuagcenter.com (EDUCATION)

laaaonline.org laca1.org lavma.org/ lpca.org

lmca.us

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS & CONFERENCE ORGANIZERS

laturf.net

nola.gov/mosquito

www.longleafalliance.org



LDAF Procedural Updates

pestcert@ldaf.state.la.us





Pesticide & Horticulture exams are now being 
given on computer.

No more waiting for tests to be graded…exams are graded as soon as 
you finish.  70% is a passing score.



Exams are administered in LDAF offices.



Exam applications must still be mailed in.

Commercial General Standards 
& Private Applicator exams are 

still FREE.

Category  exams are $25 each if 
taken in Baton Rouge…

$50 each if taken in local offices : 
ALEXANDRIA

CROWLEY
MONROE

OPELOUSAS
NEW ORLEANS
SHREVEPORT

pestcert@ldaf.state.la.us



https://store.lsuagcenter.com

Review materials 

+ at least 1 category exam

https://store.lsuagcenter.com



Forms can be downloaded from the LDAF website.

http://www.ldaf.state.la.us

Link for forms  
at bottom of 

page

Open 
PROGRAMS

Tab

or



2022 Card Renewal 
applications will be 
mailed out in late 

October.

Please print, sign & 
date in the spaces 

provided.

If you need a 
renewal or card, 

please email:
pestcert@

ldaf.state.la.us 



CURRENT NUMBERS 
Type of applicator or business Active as of 06/18/2021

Commercial applicators 3908

Private applicators 6271

RUP Salespersons 139

Agricultural consultants 175

Owner Operator businesses 920

RUP Dealers 304

pestcert@ldaf.state.la.us

Only four civil servants maintain all the records for these 10,318 people 
and 1399 businesses on a yearly basis.  As well as testing and creating 
profiles for any new applicators and businesses. 



https://youtu.be/0n9pGotKgxs

https://youtu.be/0n9pGotKgxs



LDAF Business App

LDAF business app for apple and 
google devices.

Allows you to look up businesses 
who are licensed with LDAF.

Now includes Pesticide businesses 
and Private pesticide applicators.



LDAF Business App

Allows you to look up 
businesses who are 
licensed with LDAF.

Now includes Pesticide 
businesses and Private 
pesticide applicators.



LDAF Business App

You can search by business type

Scroll through the list



LDAF Commercial Applicator Cards 

pestcert@ldaf.state.la.us



LDAF ID #

Commercial Applicator cards expire EVERY YEAR on December 31



Your current 
categories 

Your applicator category 
recertification dates are 
based on test dates and 

meeting attendance. 
3 YEAR CYCLE

Remember  to 
sign your new 

card.

pestcert@ldaf.state.la.us

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS 




